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�Mister N. N. is a rather bad rhymer, an author of just a couple of texts to some 
Russian romances,� wrote P. I. Tchaikovsky with irony in a letter to his publisher 
P. I. Jurgenson [25, 99], revealing the penname he used to sign his poems.

The triad of romances written to Tchaikovsky�s own lines is a special part of the com-
poser�s musical heritage. Two of them � So What? (O�. 16 No. 5) and The Terrible Mo-
ment (O�. 28 No 6) � are widely known and have often drawn the attention of musical 
critics, musicologists and philologists [1; 8; 9; 13; 15; 19; 27; 28; 29]. But Simple Words 
(O�. 60 No. 5) is often seen as an unsuccessful piece of Tchaikovsky�s vocal heritage 
[13, 24, 95]. However, several noteworthy commentaries on its lyrics have appeared over 
the last decades [9; 15; 16; 27; 28; 29]. The song is also rarely performed, usually as a part 
of big vocal anthologies. In the Op. 60 discography by Richard D. Sylvester, Simple Words 
occupy the �nal position with only 6 recordings.1 Its neighbours � The Nightingale (No. 4) 
and Frenzied Nights (No. 6) have 22 and 28 recordings each, and the most performed 
song of this opus is The Night (� 9) � 29 recordings [15; 29].

SIMPLE WORDS IN TCHAIKOVSKY�S DIARY AND MUSIC MANUSCRIPTS 
Nevertheless, there can be no doubt that Tchaikovsky saw some special signi�-

cance in Simple Words, especially in the context of the entire Opus 60, for here he had 
set his own lines to music. But why? It is common knowledge that O�. 60 has a spe-
cial status, being dedicated to �Her Imperial Majesty the Empress Maria Feodorovna�2, 
the spouse of Emperor Alexander III and that she was the one to initiate the creation  

1  Tenors � Mikhail Alexandrovich, Ilya Levinsky and Konstantin Lisovsky; Soprano � Elisabeth 
Söderström, Irina Arkhipova and Lyubov Kazarnovskaya [15, 216].

2  Tchaikovsky, Pyotr I. Dvenadtsat� romansov [Twelve Romances], op. 60. Moscow: P. Jurgenson,  
1886, p. 2.
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Plate 1.   Empress Maria Feodorovna. Portrait photograph send by Empress to P. I. Tchaikovsky as a gift for his dedication of  
12 Songs op. 60 to her. On the bottom of the photo � the inscription �Maria� in her own handwriting (black ink).

Photographic studio of C. I. Bergamasco, St. Petersburg. 1887. 
' P. I. Tchaikovsky State Memorial Museum-Reserve
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50 of the cycle (see Plate 1). In spring 1886, �she personally wished to receive as a gift  
a piece by Tchaikovsky dedicated to her, addressing him through Grand Duke Konstantin 
Konstantinovich (a poet known under the penname K. R.), who was closely acquainted 
with the composer� [11, 108]. ��The Empress would like me to dedicate a single romance 
to her ��, � wrote Tchaikovsky.3 However, the number of vocal miniatures in the cycle 
was to be 12. Tchaikovsky wrote 10 songs at �rst (No. 2�104 and No. 12), but �then decided 
to compose another two� (� 1 and 11) [22, 93].

Tchaikovsky reveals his special attitude to Simple Words in his personal diary. He 
writes about creating O�. 60 in the entries between August 19 and September 8, 1886, but 
doesn�t mention any song titles with just one exception � Simple Words (September 4,  
1886) [22, 92�93].

Another noteworthy detail is an individually designed title of Simple Words in Tchai-
kovsky�s autograph5 as well as in the authorized (presentational) copy Maria Feodorovna 
was presented with6 as compared to the other 11 songs (see Table below; compare also 
Figures 1 and 2)7:

SONG TITLES IN THE AUTHORIZED COPY ARCHIVAL SHEETS

No. 1 Last Night Text by A. Khomyakov Sh. 3

No. 2 I�ll Tell You Nothing Text by A. Fet Sh. 5 rev.

No. 3 O, If Only You Knew Text by A. Pleshcheev Sh. 7 rev.

No. 4 The Nightingale Text by Pushkin8 Sh. 9 rev.

No. 5 Simple Words Words by N.+N.+ Sh. 11 rev.

No. 6 Frenzied Nights Text by A. Apukhtin Sh. 14 rev.

No. 7 Song of a Gypsy Girl Text by Ya. Polonsky Sh. 16 rev.

No. 8 Forgive! Text by N. Nekrasov Sh. 18 rev.

No. 9 Night Text by Ya. Polonsky Sh. 20

No. 10 Beyond the Window, in the Shadows Text by Ya. Polonsky Sh. 22

No. 11 Exploit Text by A. Khomyakov Sh. 23 rev.

No. 12 The Gentle Stars Shone For Us Text by Ya. Polonsky9 Sh. 25 rev.

3  In a letter to N. F. von Meck on September 3, 1886 [24, 439].
4  Among them No. 5 � Simple Words.
5  RNMM, 88/144.
6  Scientific Library of the State Hermitage, St. Petersburg. NB GE. Inventory No. 350172.
7  However, the autograph is incomplete, because it does not contain songs No. 6, 7, 8 (on this, see: 

[11, 123]), so further on I am going to be guided by the authorised copy.
8  Pushkin�s first name initial appears neither in the autograph, nor in the authorized copy.
9  There is a mistake in the autograph (made by the author himself) and in the authorized copy  

(by the copyist N. L. Langer [26, 50]). The Gentle Stars Shone  For Us was actually written by  
A. Pleshcheev and not by Ya. Polonsky. See [11, 113, 116; 17, 648].
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As the table and the illustrations show, numbers 1�4 as well as 6�12 are supplied with 
the caption �Text by��, however in No. 5 it is �Words by��. This immediately draws your 
attention in the authorized copy, because the song in question is also entitled <�> Words10 
(see Appendix).

10  The caption lost its singularity in the first edition, due to the editor�s unification (Tchaikovsky, 
Pyotr I. Dvenadtsat� romansov [Twelve Romances], op. 60, p. 6, 12, 16, 20, 24, 30, 34, 38, 41, 46, 49, 53).

Figure 1. The design of titles No. 1–4 and 6–12, illustrated by No. 7

Figure 2. The design of title No. 5, Simple Words
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